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Statement of Faith Revision

EFCC Implementation Plan

July, 2008

The EFCC Conference is the highest decision-making authority within the Evangelical Free Church of Canada (EFCC).  The following process was approved by the 2008 EFCC Conference for implementation in districts, churches and, in credentialing, and missions.

1. Districts

Upon Conference approval of a revised Statement of Faith (S of F), each District of the EFCC shall adopt the revised Statement of Faith as its Statement of Faith.  Each District shall formally adopt the revised Statement of Faith no later than next EFCC Conference.

2. Local Churches

If the S of F is approved by Conference action, the expectation would be that:

a. Every existing local EFC will adopt the revised statement of faith out of a spirit of commitment to the EFCC and to each other.  The EFCC Constitution intends that all Evangelical Free Churches have a common statement of faith.  (Article 11.2.1 and V1.6.2)

b. Each local church would amend its constitution/by-laws to incorporate the new statement of faith.

c. Where such action is deemed impractical by reason of legal requirement to deregister and re-register (or equivalent) that the church would include a statement in its by-laws indicating that it will function in complete agreement with the statement of faith of the EFCC.

d. An existing EFC that chooses by congregational action not to adopt the revised statement of Faith will continue in good standing in the EFCC by following the required procedures:

i. Write a letter to the District Superintendent/District Board stating the reasons for such action

ii. Include a copy of the motion that was voted on by the congregation and the outcome of the vote.

iii. The District Board will respond to the above with a letter of continued good standing.

(please see over)
3. Pastors and Missionaries

If the Revised Statement of Faith is adopted by the 2008 National Conference:

It is expected that all pastors and missionaries who have been credentialed by the EFCC, and all pastors and missionaries presently serving in the EFCC, will affirm the Revised Statement of Faith.  However, while expected and strongly encouraged to do so, if a pastor or missionary cannot in all good conscience affirm the Revised Statement, that person may choose instead to reaffirm commitment to the 1950 Statement of Faith, giving reasons for this choice.

4. Admission of New Churches

After conference approval of the revised Statement of Faith all new churches whether planted or adopted will be required to adopt the revised Statement of Faith.  This is in accordance with the requirement in Article V1.6.2 of the EFCC bylaws that individual Evangelical Free Churches “adopt the Confession of Faith in Article III of the Constitution of the EFCC.”

5. Credentialing of Ministry Personnel

Following conference approval of the revised Statement of Faith, all new ministry and missionary applicants for credentialing will be required to adopt the revised statement of faith.  Candidates already in process may continue to work with the earlier 12 article statement of faith provided they affirm the revised Statement of Faith.  This is in accordance with Article 11.5.2 of the EFCC Constitution which states that MSC grants licenses and approval for ordination to those who qualify in accordance with the current Credentialing Procedures and these require agreement with the Statement of Faith.

6. International Mission

It is the mandate of the EFCC International Mission to recruit and commission qualified missionary candidates.  One aspect of that qualification is agreement with the EFCC Statement of Faith.  In the commissioning of missionaries for service, the revised Statement of Faith will be an acceptable doctrinal standard immediately and will be the only doctrinal standard applied to new candidates following the approval of the revised statement.

