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Introduction

“A church without a well-organized and systematic prayer program (ministry) is simply operating a religious treadmill.”  Paul Billheimer

“We live in a day characterized by the multiplication of man’s machinery and the diminution of God’s power. The great cry of our day is ‘work, work, work, organize, organize, organize; give us some new group, tell us some new method, devise us some new machinery.’ But, the greatest need of our day is prayer, more prayer, and better prayer.” R. A. Torrey 
What is a culture of prayer?

· A culture is a way of life.

· In a church prayer culture prayer permeates lives and ministries.

1. How to Create a Culture of Prayer in Your Church

· 



 the current state of prayer in your congregation.
· Lay a strong 



 of prayer. Consider corporate repentance.
· Appoint and mandate a Prayer 


  

. Give them a place on the church team. 
· Provide intercessory 


  

        for the pastor and staff.
· Involve 

     


 leaders from the start.

· Provide solid prayer 


      for all ministry activities. 

· Integrate meaningful prayer into all 



 activities.

· Offer a variety of 
          , 
   , & 


    for prayer.

· Regularly 



 prayer needs, answers, and opportunities.

· Regularly 

   & 

      on prayer. 

· Strive for a balance of 

- directed & 

       -directed prayer.

· Intentionally develop 

  

 of prayer (Eph. 6:18)

· Make 



     prayer a high priority.  

· Encourage 


      and 

        prayer.

· Plan 

         - 


    prayer initiatives.

· Develop ties to the larger prayer



.

2. What Will Help You to Create a Culture of Prayer?
· You can appeal to the 


          .

· Your born-again members already 
         pray.

· Your church has useful 

      in place.

· Many helpful 



 are readily available.

· You will get a boost by connecting with  
       -

   prayer initiatives.
3. What May Hinder You in Creating a Culture of Prayer?

· Widespread 


 of prayer.
· A 

       
 understanding of prayer.
· Culturally induced 


       that leaves little time for prayer. 
· Over 


      in the flesh; under 


          in prayer.
· 
      
         of praying out loud in public.
· Inability to “

      ” God speak, personally or corporately.
· Lack of vision or heart for 


           prayer.
· The 


 tenacious opposition to prayer.
4. Churches That Have Succeeded in Creating Prayer Cultures
· Broadway Christian Church (Fort Wayne, IN)
· Belmont Church (Nashville, TN)
· Aldersgate United Methodist Church (College Station Texas)
· First Baptist Church (Rusk, TX)
