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      Four reasons for the explosive growth of the early church.
1.  The Reality of the New Testament Church’s Devotion to Prayer
     
· The New Testament Church was “


    ” to prayer 

“devoted,” from the Greek word proskartereo, literally means “diligently occupied with,” “to persist in,” or “constantly.”

Acts 1:14 “these...were all continually devoting themselves to prayer.”

Acts 2:42 “they devoted themselves...to prayer.”

Acts 6:4 – the disciples “devoted [themselves] to prayer 

Rom. 12:12 – Roman Christians commanded to be “devoted to prayer.”

Col. 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”

Eph. 6:18 – Ephesian believers to “pray devotedly for all the saints.”

  {all quoted from NASB except Eph. 6:18}

· The personal lives and meetings of NT Christians were 


 with   
             prayer.

· Thirteen of the 20 prayer passages in Acts refer to 


         prayer.

 
     Acts 1:14, 2:42, 3:1, 4:24-31, 12:2, 13:3, etc.

· N. T. believers 

  
   

          to them through prayer.       
    Acts 9:11-16; 10:2-4, 9, 31; 13:2-3
· Prayer was often related to 



 .       

     Acts 4:24-31; 6:4; 8:15; 13:3; 14:23; 20:36

· Prayer is linked to 

        in the book of Acts. 

     Acts 9:36-43; 12; 16; 28:8

2. The Roots of the New Testament Church’s Devotion to Prayer
2.1 The Old Testament Roots

· The Bible is a book of 


      .

A large percentage of Scripture is prayer, i.e. direct address to God (
    % ).
· The tabernacle and the temple were “ 

          of prayer”

 Sacrifices were enacted prayers; priests were intercessors.
· The lives of Old Testament saints were 


 with prayer

Enoch, Job, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel, Nehemiah, Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah, Anna & Simeon

2.2  Jesus above all 


 and


     prayer 

· The New Testament has 18 references to Jesus praying.
Mark 1:35 “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”

Luke 5:16 “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”

Luke 6:12 “Jesus went out into the hills to pray, and spent the night praying to God.”

Hebrews 7:24-25 “Because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”

· There are eight recorded prayers of Jesus

    At various occasions in his life: in the desert, for little children, feeding the 5000, return of  the 72, raising of Lazarus, the last evening with his disciples , Gethsemane, on the cross

· The Bible references fourteen different prayer teachings themes of Jesus: 

     The Lord’s Prayer, persistence in prayer, agreement in prayer, faith in prayer,   
     humility in prayer, prayer and  obedience, forgiveness a pre-requisite, prayer for 
     harvesters, prayer for enemies, showy prayers condemned, the temple a “house of 
     prayer,” prayer needed to cast  our demons, prayer “in his name,” promises to ask-
     ers. 

· Jesus “last talks” on prayer contain six references to prayer.
John 14:13 “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so the Son may bring glory to the Father.”

John 14:14 “You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”

John 15:16 “I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”

John 15:17 “If you remain in my and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.”

John 16:23 “I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

John 16:24 “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”

2.3 The Apostle Paul set a very high standard for prayer 
-    He was 

 

 in prayer (12 passages), i.e.  
           constantly, always, not stopped, every time, night and day.

· He prayed 
 

      for his congregations (11 passages, 30 verses) 1 Th. 5:23; Eph. 3:14-19; Phil. 1:3, 4, 9-11; Col. 1:9-11; Eph. 1:17-19, etc. 
· He humbly 


     
      the prayers of others (6 times asked for prayer or reported back to intercessors) Rom.15:30, 31; Phil. 1:19, etc.
* Paul challenges us to: “follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
3. The Results of the New Testament Church’s Devotion to Prayer
· They were effective in  


.

 “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will  
 do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do  
 whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.” (John  
 14:12-14)
· They had powerful 


 


   .
   “With this in mind always keep on praying for all the saints.” (Eph. 6:18).

 “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name … I protected them and kept them 
   safe by that name that you gave me … my prayer is that you … protect them from the  
   evil one.” (Jn. 17:11, 2, 15). 
· People were getting 


 and 



 in faith.
          

 “I urge, therefore, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be   
 made for everyone …This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all persons to  
 be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:1, 3, 4).
· They were 


            their society.                                       
      “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to   
       the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (Jer. 29:7, also 1 Tim. 2:2)
      “I urge, therefore, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be   
       made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
       quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1 Tim. 2:1-2)
      
· They created communities of 



 .

“By this will all men know that you are my disciples that if you love one another.”
Quote from Praying God’s Heart, “If we define intercession with a love spin we might say it is a love-motivated plea, to a love-giving God, in behalf of love-needy persons, who live in a love-starved world. Love is the motivating force in all true intercession.”
